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In This Issue Dear Vicki,
Product Spotlight The 4thissue of ArtLink brings youthe bestho liday wishes! The tho ught
Tech Talk ofa winterbreak isinsightand the firstschool sessionis justabout

behind you! 2009 has been a busy, incredible year packed ful | of Art
Conferences and Professional Development W orkshops as we build stro ng,
Slice of Egyptian History long-term relationships with a rt e ducators across our c ountry .

Health and Safety

Professional Development

The New Year at Mayco will bring you fre shideas, new te chniques and the
Grants intro duction of ne w and exciting products! When placing your p roduct

) orders forthe new session please keep us inmind.
Product Spotlight:

H From everyone at Mayco, we wish you the happiestofholidaysand an
Designer m
esigne Sta PS enjoyable, relaxing vacation with y our fa milies and friends. We hope that
you find some time to nourishyourcreative soul.

Mayco Ceramic Art C onsultants

Denise Ertler, dertl er@m aycocolors.com
Pauline WynDham, pwyndham @maycocolors.com

School Conference Wrap Up

AnotheryearofArt Educators School Conferences are behind us and
Mayco is ready and energized to begin planning forthe 2010! Mayco

As class times become shorter directly atte nded 14 state school shows nationwide and supporte d Mayco
and anincreased num berof distributors in m any others, meeting tho usands of arte ducators. The fall
stud ents atte nd ceramic art c onferences are the perfectdoorway to interactw ith b oth ne w and
programs, the importance of experienced educators, improve instruc tional quality and network ideas to
uti lizing quick, creative and renew your c reative spark!

diverse designto olsis even m ore
essential. Mayco hasthe perfect Atm ostofthe conferences, Mayco taughtc lasses as well as conducted

design to ol for imprinting and make & ta ke projects inour b ooth, giving as many atte ndees as possible

color application forany grade an opportuni ty to work with a nd learn a bouto ur products. We intro duced

level. the flexible Designer and gave away our | atest hi gh performance red - Ruby Slippers of the

Stamps! Stro ke & Coat product fa mily. We appreciate everyone who atte nded and
stopped by the display booths to say hello. From the comments and

Designer Stamps create picture taking we know you are eagerto rejuv enate your fi red program

incredibly accurate details and we are glad to help.

whetherimprinting into clay,

using with v ersatile Stro ke & Our w orkshops were very popular w ith c reative, enthus iastic and

Coats orworking with g lass. The sometime familiar fa ces. Mayco's new innovative classroom projects are

flexible mats are especially always appreciated by atte ndees - in m ost cases standing room only!

beneficial for working on curved These are perfectha nds-onevents where do younotonly take withy ou

or ro und ed surfa ces. Use the finished samples fory our c lassroom but a Iso inform ation and re sources
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whole stamp surfa ce for
continuous designora justa
portion forindividual accents .

Not just for Fired Projects!

Try the m inyourne xtprint
making projects, te xtile designor
any non-fired sculpture !

Creating designs with glaze:
These versatile stamps are
easy to use with contrasting
glazes for stimulating effects
or as a template to create an
outline that can be colored in.

- Touse the stamp to apply
contr asting detail to a glaze
surfa ce: Mayco's Stro ke & Coats
glaze performsreally well as your
"ink". Choose a colortha twill
contr ast w ith the und erlying
color. Youm ight c onsider Tuxedo
(SC-15) overlightc olors and
Cotto n Tail (SC-16) overd ark
colors. Stamping with S tro ke
and Coats works well overall
Mayco glazes such as

Found ations, Series 2000,
Elements, Stro ke & Coats and
Underglazes. Because of the
texture , we would not
recommend use over crystal
glazes.

- Use a sponge to apply your
"stamping" colorto the stamp.
We recommend Mayco's AC-212
Sponge on a Stick. Working ona
flat surfa ce, apply glaze to the
sponge and tap off any excess
glaze to contro | the applied color.
Gently tap the surfa ce of the
stamp with the sponge, being
careful notto presstoo hard,
avoiding filling all the nooks and
cranni es with c olor.

- Place stamp onyourw are
where you wantthe impression
and gently touch the back of the
stamp to make sure you have
good contact b etweeny our
stamp and the surface youare
stamping.

- Liftthe stamp offy our p iece
and enjoy the ease ofthi s
process.

- Ifdesired, fillinstamped areas
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for " no fail" lesson plans forany grade level.

The fall art c onferences may be over forthe 2009/2010 school year b ut
notthe potentialto expand and explore your c eramic education. Extend
the conference goals into interactive Professional Development e vents in
your S chool District! Contact D enise at dertl er@m aycocolors.com or
Pauline at pwyndham @maycocolors.com for m ore inform ation.

The 2010 National Art E ducator Conference will be held in Baltimore,
Maryland April 14-18. See you the re.

Slice of Egyptian History
in Clay Lesson Plan

One ofthe latestadditions to our | esson
plans onour Art Educator's website page is
our" A Slice of Egyptian History" in Clay
exploring historical knowledge of ancient
Egypt. Thistile projectinclay incorporates
basic slab construc tion with a stud ent
friendly te xture te chnique using rub ber
stamps and/or sprig molds.

To download the lesson plan, click onthi s link: Egyptian History

Health and Safety in the Classroom

This series is dedicated to keeping you informed on the ceramic art
materials and products used in your classroom. We will feature articles
and tips on best practices, technical/product advice and regulatory
updates. We invite you to send your thoughts and ideas on classroom
safety to technical@maycocolors.com.

Regulatory Agencies and the Art Classroom

Depending onyour p erspective and parti cularinterest, the conceptof
"safety inthe classroom" is eitherdefined with c rystal clarity oris as
vague as cloud computing. The conceptw e will delve into here isthatof
safety inthe artclassroom fro m the perspective ofthe products used in
the classroom, your s afety and the safety of y our s tud ents .

Product Safety

In previous newslette rs, we have established tha tthe agency that
regulates art m aterials is the Consumer Products Safety Commission
(CPSC). The section of fe deral law tha t currently impacts art m aterials
is the Federal Hazard ous Substances Act ( FHSA); specifically the
Labeling of Hazardous Art Materials Act (LHAMA) of 1988 (Sec. 23
Labeling of Art M aterials [15 U.S.C. ©1277]). The adoption of the
Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act ( H.R. 4040, a.k.a. CPSIA) in
2008 affected many products specifically marketed and used by children
ages 12 and und er. Itdid notaffectre gulations governing art m aterials.
We write, using italics and boldface font, the word "currently" knowing
thatlaws may change. Asa leading manufacturerofartm aterials, we
will stay abreastofany changesto labeling and marketing re gulations
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with c olor using Stro ke & Coats.

To use the stamp to apply
multiple colors as a design:

- Using a brush, apply Stro ke &
Coats colors of choice to the
stamp, painting a scene. Do not
overapply colorbutb e sure all
raised surfa ces have glaze.

- Place stamp onyourw are
where you w antthe impression
and gently touch the back of the
stamp to make sure you have
good contact b etweeny our
stamp and the surface youare
stamping.

- Liftthe stamp offy our p iece.

Place your personal accent
into clay!

- Create te xture d designs in
unfired clays, air-dry clay, paper
clay and silver clay. Clays love
the se te xture mats. The stamps
won'tstick to the clay and are
deep enoughto make beautiful
impression.

- Whenro lling into the clay, use a
pony rollerorro lling pin. To
make a nice impression, start
rolling before you go over the
stamp and keep rolling off the
stamp to keep the pressure even
and make the impression level.
Only roll overthe areayouwant
leftinthe clay. Stampscanbe
used overand over again and
with m ultiple stampsto create a
larger d esign area.

Glass is another option!

- DipanAC-212 Spongeona
Stick into your g lass glue and
gently tap the tops ofthe stamp
with the glue, being careful not
to presstoo hard sothatyou
don'tfill all the nooks and
crannies with g lue.

- Place stamp on glass surfa ce
and gently touch the back of the
stamp to make sure you have
good contactb etweenyour g lass
and the stamp.

- Sprinkle some fine fritover the
stamp glue design and tap off the
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and pass the m along to you.
Teacher Safety

State and local governm entw orkers are excluded fro m Federal coverage
und erthe OSH Actof1970. Teachers, aswell as state and local

governm ent e mployees, can be protected und er state workplace safety
programs. "Can" means the actofproviding state health a nd safety
programs is voluntary. States may choose to adoptw orkplace safety
plans based on O SHA standards and re gulations or the y may draft the ir
ownstandards. States may chooseto have theirplans "approved" by the
Dept. of Labor. Approved plans are eligible to re ceive fe deral fund ing and
the enforcement o f the se plans fall und er O SHA oversight.

Twenty-seven states and territories operate und er approved plans - the
curre ntlistcanbe viewed by visiting the following link:

http ://www.osha.gov/dcsp/osp/states.htm |

Many states witho ut a pproved safety and health p rograms do provide
coverage to public employees, to varying degrees. Ohio, for example,
implements public employee safety und erthe section4167 ofthe Ohio
Administrative Code (Public Employment Ri sk Reduction Program -
PERRP), whichis administered by the state Bureau of Worker's
Compensation. Forothernon-approved states - please consulty our s tate
labor agency forthe safety program thatappliesto you.

Student Safety

For the countl ess programs addressing bullying, gang violence, nutri tion,
and drugs, cigarette s and alcohol, the re are very few tha t s pecifically
address the issue of safety inthe artclassroom (there are no federal
programs administered by the Depts. of Education, Health a nd Hum an
Services or Labor).

Art c lassroom safety usually falls und er the conceptof"home rule" and to
local depts. of he alth. Home rul e is the practice of encouraging local
contro | over m unicipal affairs thro ugh the adoption ofcounty, city or
township laws and programs. Administration of said programs usually
falls to the mostlocal autho rity agency, whichis usually your | ocal
departm ento fhe alth- beitcity, county or state.

Itisinteresting to note the passage and re peal of " Jarod's Law" in Ohio
(signed into law 2005, re pealed in 2009). This law re presente d one of
the more comprehensive state-wide atte mpts to define stud ent s afety on
school property - interior and exterior fa cilities. County he alth o fficials
used to operate by a 10 page bookletand primarily focus on sanitary
issues. Afterthe law's passage, officials were to inspect fo r CPSC re called
products, storage procedure s for ha rm ful chemicals, the stability of
cabinets, bookshelves and bleachers, etc. The cost, time and minute
details needed to implementthe law eventua lly lead to the repeal. Ata
minimum, Jarod's Law changed the mindset ofadministrators towards
school safety.

Best Practices

With no clear cut p olicies dictating classroom safety we can only suggest
the following as a "best p ractices" approach.
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excess. Thisprocessis similarto
embossing. Fire yourglassto a
tack firing. Thisleaves a

beauti ful raised embossed look
onyour g lass designs.

Twenty-nine designs are

curre ntlyin the Mayco line. MSRP
of jus t$4.95 each will give you
endless hours of quality design
applications to fitany curri culum
K-12. Contacty our fa vorite
Mayco distributorto stock the se
inyour classroom to day.

Click on the links to try the
Mirrored Stamped Bowl and Sun
& Moon Pencil Holder projects
with your students: Sun & M oon
Pencil Holder and Mirro red

Stamped Bowl

Tech Talk:
Crazing

Ever notice a patte rn o f fi ne
spider w eb-like series of lines
across your g lazed ware? Unless
you have used a crackle glaze
where the intentisto create this
look, you are experiencing a
phenomenon called "crazing".
Crazing can occuri mmediately
uponre moval fro m the kilnor
candevelop overti me (delayed
crazing). Common causes of
crazing are:

I'Amismatch ofthe co-efficient
of the rm al expansion ( CTE) of
the clay body and the glaze.
When using a new glaze or new
clay body, we suggesttha tyou
perform a testfire to ensure
compatibility.

' Immature bisque. |fyourw are
has notbeenfired to maturi ty
before applying glaze, the bisque
will continue to expand/contr act
during the glaze firing, causing a
misfit b etween the body and the
glaze. Werecommend a tw o
shelf cone difference between
your b isque fire and your g laze
fire. 1fyouare using glazesthat
mature atcone 05-06, thenwe
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o Make sure yourd istrictadministration has a good working
relationship with y our | ocal departm ent o f he alth.

o Adopta writte n policy with re spectto art m aterials and
classroom mainte nance. Artand Ceramic Studios will fre quently
drafta "bestpractices" or policy manual.

o Use sanctioned materialsinyour s afety manual. Many great
resources existincluding:

Art & C raft S afety Guide: http ://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub
/pubs/5015.pdf

CPSC - LHAMA Advisory:

http ://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/pubs/5016.pdf

MSDS Sheets - Mayco products canbe obtained here:
http ://www.maycocolors.com/msds.cfm

Certi ficate of Compliance - per CPSIA - download here:
http ://www.maycocolors.com/health safety.cfm

Trying to be as proactive with i nspection officials, with the creationofa
classroom policies manual, is the bestadvice we cangive.

In our next newsletter we will flesh out more thoroughly how to create a
studio's best practices manual for ceramic arts.

Grants for Visual Art Education:
Why, Where and How

A Three Part Series

by Linda W. Kieling, Art Educator, Contributing Writer
Rosemont Ridge Middle School, Oregon

NAEA Middle Level Director-Elect

Part 2 - Where to Find Grants: Narrowing Down the Search

Looking for grants can seem like a daunti ng task. The re are literally
hund reds of tho usands of o pportuni ties. Much ofthe work around writing
grants is the preliminary upfrontw ork of d oing the re search.

Many school distri cts have a database forgrants. Having a distri ct
sponsor can aid in g etti ng thro ugh the bureaucracy. Often school distri cts
require youto gainapproval ahead oftime forgrants thatyouare
writing. Thisis because schools are limited to the num berof State and
Federal grants the y can have fund ed.

Regional and state arts commissions are generally easierto locate and
wantto fund requests thatsupportstudents inthe ir geographic areas.

Ofte n the re are local organizations tha t ha ve available monies to
disperse. My districtha s a boostergroup, "Music and Arts Partne rs."
Though the m, te achers can apply forgrants fora variety of re quests.
One thi ng tha tthe y helped fund were much ne eded display boards for
outside programs.

A Grant M atch Rubric is helpful indetermining whetherornoty ourp roject
matches with g rants thatyouare considering.
http ://712educators.about. com/dlrub ricgrant. htm

Listed here are some sitesthatw ill reduce some of your searchtime, as
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would suggesttha ty ou bisque
fire to 03/04.

I Opening the kilnto o soon,
resulting inthe rmal shock. Hot
ware meets cool air, causing the
glaze to cool faster tha nthe
bisque. We recommend thatyou
do notopenthe kilnunti | 150
degrees orless orcool to the
touch.

! Dry-footing (no glaze applied to
the bottom ofware) a low fire
clay body will cause the ware to
absorb moisture . Moisture
causes the ware to expand

the refore putti ng te nsion on the
glaze and crazing it. |fproducing
a func tional piece of low fire clay
body the entire piece mustbe
glazed to help preventcrazing
and assure itto be food safe.

I A glaze applied excessively
heavy may also cause a glaze to
craze.

Ifyou experience crazing on
dinnerware, we would
recommend tha ty ou disconti nue
use. While youm ay have used
non-toxic glazes, which are food
safe, the hairline cracks could be
difficultto clean, harboring
bacteria.

Ifyouexperience crazing or
other glaze defectissues, please
contact Kathy McCourto fMayco's
Technical Service for assistance
at6 14-675-2031 or
technical@maycocolors.com.
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well as some othe r o pportuni ties for fund ing.

The National Art E ducation Found ationis a good place specifically for arts
educators to startl ooking for grant o pportuni ties.
http ://www.arte ducators.org/grants/grants page 2.htm|

Teacher Quality Enhancement Gr ants
http ://www.ed.gov/programs/heatgp/index.htm |

TeachersCount
http ://www.te acherscount. org/teacher/ grants.shtm |

GoldStar Registery
http ://www.goldstarre gistry .com/index.php ?sid=94661

ClassWish
http ://classwish.org/

iLoveSchools
http ://www.iloveschools.com/

Quick Links
Mayco Website
Art Educators Page
Designer Stamps

| Join Our Mailing List! |

Mayco Customer Service:
614-876-1171

Althoughitcan fe el overwhelming to take onthi stask, itisimportantto
keep inmind the vastamounto fre sources thatare available fortho se

who take the time to go thro ugh the process. Putthe word outto your
parentcommunity and youmay justcome up withanexperto rwilling

assistant. Remember, as John Haywood says, "Many hands m ake light

work" and thi s appliesto grantw riting, to o.

Next issue: How to Write Grants
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Mayco Technical Support:
614-675-2031
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