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Product Spotlight:
 Designer Stamps

As class ti mes b ecome shorte r
and  an i ncreased num ber o f
stud ents  a tte nd  ceram ic
pro grams, the  importa nce o f
uti lizing  q uick, creati ve and
diverse d esign to ols i s even m ore
essenti al.  M ayco ha s the  p erfe ct
design to ol fo r i mpri nti ng  and
color a pplicati on fo r a ny g rade
level. the  fl exible Designer
Sta mps!
 
Designer S ta mps create
incredibly accur ate  d eta ils
whethe r i mpri nti ng  into  clay,
using  w ith v ersati le Stro ke &
Coats  o r w ork ing  w ith g lass.  The
flexible m ats  are  especially
benefi cial fo r w ork ing  on c urv ed
or ro und ed surfa ces.  U se the

Dear Vicki,

The 4 th i ssue o f A rtL ink  b ri ng s y ou the  b est ho liday w ishes!   The  tho ug ht
of a  w inte r b reak i s in s ight a nd  the  fi rs t s chool session i s jus t a bout
behind  y ou!   2 009 ha s b een a  b usy, incredible y ear p acked ful l o f A rt
Confe rences and  Pro fessiona l Development W ork shops as w e b ui ld stro ng ,
long - te rm  re lati onships w ith a rt e ducato rs  acro ss our c ountry .
 
The New Year a t M ayco w ill b ri ng  y ou fre sh i deas, ne w te chni ques and  the
intro ducti on o f ne w and  exciti ng  p ro ducts !   W hen p lacing  y our p ro duct
ord ers  fo r the  ne w session p lease k eep us  in m ind .
 
Fro m every one a t M ayco, w e w ish y ou the  ha ppiest o f ho lidays and  an
enjo yable, re laxing  v acati on w ith y our fa m ilies and  fri end s.  W e ho pe tha t
you fi nd  some ti me to  no uri sh y our c reati ve soul .

Mayco Ceram ic Art C onsul ta nts
Denise Ertler, dertl er@m aycocolors .com
Pauline WynDham,  pwynd ham@maycocolors .com

School Conference Wrap Up

Anothe r y ear o f A rt E ducato rs  School Confe rences are  b ehind  us  and
Mayco i s re ady and  energ ized to  b egin p lanni ng  fo r the  2 010!  Mayco
directl y a tte nd ed 1 4 sta te  school shows na ti onwide and  sup porte d Mayco
distri buto rs  in m any o the rs , m eeti ng  tho usand s o f a rt e ducato rs .  The  fa ll
art c onfe rences are  the  p erfe ct d oorw ay to  inte ract w ith b oth ne w and
experi enced educato rs , improve instruc ti ona l q ua lity and  ne tw ork  ideas to
renew y our c reati ve spark !
 
At m ost o f the  confe rences, Mayco ta ug ht c lasses as w ell as cond ucte d
make & ta ke p ro je cts  in o ur b ooth,  g iving  as m any a tte nd ees as p ossible
an o pportuni ty to  w ork  w ith a nd  learn a bout o ur p ro ducts .  W e intro duced
and  g ave away our l ate st hi gh p erfo rm ance re d -  Rub y Slippers  o f the
Stro ke & C oat p ro duct fa m ily.  W e appreciate  every one w ho  a tte nd ed and
sto pped by the  d isplay b ooths  to  say he llo.  Fro m the  comments  and
picture  ta king  w e k now y ou a re  eager to  re juv enate  y our fi red p ro gram
and  w e are  g lad to  he lp.
 
Our w ork shops w ere  v ery  p opular w ith c reati ve, enthus iasti c and
someti me fa m iliar fa ces. Mayco's ne w inno vati ve classro om p ro je cts  are
always appreciate d by a tte nd ees -  i n m ost c ases sta nd ing  ro om only!  
These are  p erfe ct ha nd s-on e vents  w here  d o y ou no t o nly ta ke w ith y ou
fini shed samples fo r y our c lassro om b ut a lso info rm ati on a nd  re sourc es
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who le sta mp surfa ce fo r
conti nuo us d esign o r a  jus t a
porti on fo r i nd ividua l accents .
 
Not just for Fired Projects!
 
Try  the m in y our ne xt p ri nt
making  p ro je cts , te xti le d esign o r
any no n- fi red sculpture !
 
Creating designs with glaze:
These versatile stamps are
easy to use with contrasting
glazes for stimulating effects
or as a template to create an
outline that can be colored in.

-  To us e the  sta mp to  apply
contr asti ng  d eta il to  a  g laze
surfa ce:  Mayco's Stro ke & C oats
glaze p erfo rm s re ally w ell as y our
" ink ".  Choose a  color tha t w ill
contr ast w ith the  und erl ying
color.  You m ight c onsider Tux edo
(SC-15)  over l ight c olors  and
Cotto n Tail ( SC-16)  over d ark
colors .  S ta mping  w ith S tro ke
and  Coats  w ork s w ell over a ll
Mayco g lazes such a s
Found ati ons, Seri es 2 000,
Elements , Stro ke & C oats  and
Und erg lazes.  B ecause o f the
te xture , w e w ould no t
recommend  us e over c ry sta l
glazes.
-  Use a  spong e to  apply y our
"sta mping " color to  the  sta mp. 
We re commend  Mayco's AC-212
Spong e on a  Sti ck.  W ork ing  on a
flat s urfa ce, apply g laze to  the
spong e and  ta p o ff a ny excess
glaze to  contro l the  applied color. 
Gentl y ta p the  surfa ce o f the
sta mp w ith the  spong e, b eing
care ful  no t to  p ress to o ha rd ,
avoiding  fi lling  a ll the  no oks and
cranni es w ith c olor.
-  Place sta mp on y our w are
where  y ou w ant the  impression
and  g entl y to uch the  b ack o f the
sta mp to  m ake sure  y ou ha ve
good conta ct b etw een y our
sta mp and  the  surfa ce y ou a re
sta mping .
-  Lift the  sta mp o ff y our p iece
and  enjo y the  ease o f thi s
pro cess.
-  I f d esired, fi ll i n s ta mped areas

fo r " no  fa il"  l esson p lans fo r a ny g rade level.
 
The fa ll a rt c onfe rences m ay b e over fo r the  2 009/ 2010 school y ear b ut
no t the  p ote nti al to  expand  and  explore  y our c eram ic educati on.   Exte nd
the  confe rence g oals into  inte racti ve Pro fessiona l Development e vents  in
your S chool D istri ct!   Conta ct D enise a t dertl er@m aycocolors .com or
Paul ine  a t pwynd ham@maycocolors .com fo r m ore  info rm ati on.
 
The 2 010 Nati ona l Art E ducato r C onfe rence w ill b e he ld in B alti more ,
Mary land  Apri l 1 4-18.  S ee y ou the re .

Slice of Egyptian History
in Clay Lesson Plan

One o f the  late st a dditi ons to  our l esson
plans on o ur A rt E ducato r' s w ebsite  p age i s
our " A Slice o f Egypti an H isto ry "  in C lay
explori ng  hi sto ri cal k nowledge o f a ncient
Egypt.   Thi s ti le p ro je ct i n c lay incorp orate s
basic slab construc ti on w ith a  stud ent
fri end ly te xture  te chni que us ing  rub ber
sta mps and / or s pri g m olds.

To d ownload the  lesson p lan,  click on thi s l ink :  Egypti an H isto ry

Health and Safety in the Classroom

This series is dedicated to keeping you informed on the ceramic art
materials and products used in your classroom.  We will feature articles
and tips on best practices, technical/product advice and regulatory
updates.  We invite you to send your thoughts and ideas on classroom
safety to technical@maycocolors.com.

Regulatory Agencies and the Art Classroom

Depend ing  on y our p erspecti ve and  p arti cular i nte rest,  the  concept o f
"safe ty in the  classro om" i s e ithe r d efined w ith c ry sta l clari ty o r i s as
vague as cloud  computi ng .  The concept w e w ill d elve into  he re  i s tha t o f
safe ty in the  art c lassro om fro m  the  p erspecti ve o f the  p ro ducts  us ed in
the  classro om, y our s afe ty and  the  safe ty o f y our s tud ents .
 
Product Safety
 
I n p revious ne wslette rs , w e ha ve esta blished tha t the  agency tha t
regulate s art m ate ri als i s the  Consum er Pro ducts  Safety Commission
(CPSC) .  The secti on o f fe deral l aw tha t currently impacts  art m ate ri als
is the  Federal Hazard ous Sub sta nces Act ( FHSA) ;  specifi cally the
Labeling of Hazardous Art Materials Act (LHAMA) of 1 988 ( Sec. 2 3
Labeling  o f A rt M ate ri als [ 15 U.S.C. ¤ 1277] ) .  The adopti on o f the
Consum er Pro duct S afety I mprovement A ct ( H.R. 4 040, a .k.a. CPSI A)  in
2008 a ffe cte d m any p ro ducts  specifi cally m ark ete d and  us ed by chi ldren
ages 1 2 and  und er.  I t d id no t a ffe ct re gulati ons g overni ng  art m ate ri als. 
We w ri te , us ing  i ta lics and  b oldface fo nt,  the  w ord  " currently"  k nowing
tha t l aws m ay chang e.  As a  leading  m anufa cture r o f a rt m ate ri als, w e
will sta y abreast o f a ny chang es to  labeling  and  m ark eti ng  re gulati ons
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with c olor us ing  Stro ke & C oats .
 
To us e the  sta mp to  apply
mul ti ple colors  as a  d esign:

-  Using  a  b rus h,  apply Stro ke &
Coats  colors  o f c ho ice to  the
sta mp, p ainti ng  a  scene.  D o no t
over a pply color b ut b e sure  a ll
raised surfa ces ha ve g laze.
-  Place sta mp on y our w are
where  y ou w ant the  impression
and  g entl y to uch the  b ack o f the
sta mp to  m ake sure  y ou ha ve
good conta ct b etw een y our
sta mp and  the  surfa ce y ou a re
sta mping .
-  Lift the  sta mp o ff y our p iece.
 
Place your personal accent
into clay!

-  Create  te xture d d esigns in
unfi red clays, a ir-dry  clay, p aper
clay and  silver c lay.  C lays love
the se te xture  m ats .  The  sta mps
won' t s ti ck to  the  clay and  are
deep enoug h to  m ake b eauti ful
impression.
-  When ro lling  into  the  clay, us e a
pony ro ller o r ro lling  p in.   To
make a  ni ce impression,  sta rt
ro lling  b efo re  y ou g o over the
sta mp and  k eep ro lling  o ff the
sta mp to  k eep the  p ressure  even
and  m ake the  impression l evel. 
Only ro ll over the  area y ou w ant
left i n the  clay.  S ta mps can b e
used over a nd  over a gain a nd
with m ul ti ple sta mps to  create  a
larg er d esign a rea.
 
Glass is another option!

-  D ip an A C-212 Spong e on a
Sti ck into  y our g lass g lue and
gentl y ta p the  to ps o f the  sta mp
with the  g lue, b eing  care ful  no t
to  p ress to o ha rd  so tha t y ou
don' t fi ll a ll the  no oks and
cranni es w ith g lue.
-  Place sta mp on g lass surfa ce
and  g entl y to uch the  b ack o f the
sta mp to  m ake sure  y ou ha ve
good conta ct b etw een y our g lass
and  the  sta mp.
-  Spri nk le some fi ne  fri t o ver the
sta mp g lue d esign a nd  ta p o ff the

and  p ass the m a long  to  y ou.
 
Teacher Safety
 
Sta te  and  local g overnm ent w ork ers  are  exclud ed fro m  Federal coverage
und er the  OSH Act o f 1 970.  Teachers , as w ell as sta te  and  local
governm ent e mployees, can b e p ro te cte d und er s ta te  w ork place safe ty

pro grams.  "Can"  m eans the  act o f p roviding  sta te  he alth a nd  safe ty
pro grams i s voluntary.  Sta te s may choose to  adopt w ork place safe ty
plans b ased on O SHA sta nd ard s and  re gulati ons o r the y m ay d raft the ir
own s ta nd ard s.  Sta te s may choose to  ha ve the ir p lans " approved" by the
Dept.  o f L abor.  Approved p lans are  e ligible to  re ceive fe deral fund ing  and
the  enfo rcement o f the se p lans fa ll und er O SHA overs ight.
 
Twent y-seven s ta te s and  te rri to ri es operate  und er a pproved p lans -  the
curre nt l ist c an b e v iewed by v isiti ng  the  fo llowing  l ink :  
 
http : / / www.osha.gov/ dcsp/ osp/ sta te s.htm l
 
Many sta te s w itho ut a pproved safe ty and  he alth p ro grams d o p rovide
coverage to  p ub lic employees, to  v ary ing  d egrees.  Ohio, fo r e xample,
implements  p ub lic employee safe ty und er the  secti on 4 167 o f the  Ohio
Adm inistr ati ve Code ( Pub lic Employment Ri sk Reducti on Pro gram -
PERRP) , w hich i s adm iniste red by the  sta te  Bure au o f W ork er' s
Compensati on.   For o the r no n- approved sta te s -  p lease consul t y our s ta te
labor a gency fo r the  safe ty p ro gram tha t a pplies to  y ou.
 
Student Safety
 
For the  countl ess p ro grams addressing  b ul lying , g ang  v iolence, nutri ti on,
and  d rug s, cigare tte s and  a lcoho l, the re  are  v ery  fe w tha t s pecifi cally
address the  i ssue o f s afe ty in the  art c lassro om ( the re  are  no  fe deral
pro grams adm iniste red by the  Depts . o f Educati on,  Health a nd  Hum an
Serv ices o r L abor) . 
 
Art c lassro om safety us ua lly fa lls und er the  concept o f " home rul e"  and  to
local d epts . o f he alth.   Home rul e i s the  p racti ce o f e ncour aging  local
contro l over m uni cipal a ffa irs  thro ug h the  adopti on o f c ount y, city o r
to wnship laws and  p ro grams.   Adm inistr ati on o f s aid p ro grams us ua lly
fa lls to  the  m ost l ocal autho ri ty agency, w hich i s us ua lly y our l ocal
departm ent o f he alth -  b e i t c ity, count y o r s ta te .
 
I t i s i nte resti ng  to  no te  the  p assage and  re peal o f " Jaro d's Law" in O hio
(signed into  law 2 005, re pealed in 2 009) .  Thi s law re presente d one o f
the  m ore  comprehensive sta te -wide a tte mpts  to  d efine  stud ent s afe ty on
school p ro pert y -  i nte ri or a nd  exte ri or fa ciliti es.  Count y he alth o ffi cials
used to  operate  by a  1 0 p age b ooklet a nd  p ri mari ly fo cus on s ani ta ry
issues.  Afte r the  law's p assage, o ffi cials w ere  to  inspect fo r C PSC re called
pro ducts , sto rage p ro cedure s fo r ha rm ful  chem icals, the  sta bility o f
cabinets , b ookshe lves and  b leachers , e tc .  The cost,  ti me and  m inute
deta ils ne eded to  implement the  law eventua lly lead to  the  re peal.  At a
m inimum , Jaro d's Law chang ed the  m ind set o f a dm inistr ato rs  to ward s
school safe ty.
 
Best Practices
 
With no  clear c ut p olicies d icta ti ng  classro om safety w e can o nly sug gest
the  fo llowing  as a  " best p racti ces" appro ach.  
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excess.  Thi s p ro cess i s sim ilar to
embossing .  F ire  y our g lass to  a
ta ck fi ri ng .  Thi s leaves a
beauti ful  r aised embossed look
on y our g lass d esigns.
 
Twent y-nine d esigns are
curre ntl yin the  Mayco l ine .  M SRP
of jus t $ 4.95 each w ill g ive y ou
end less ho urs  o f q ua lity d esign
applicati ons to  fi t a ny curri culum
K-12.  Conta ct y our fa vori te
Mayco d istri buto r to  sto ck the se
in y our c lassro om to day.

Click on the links to try the
Mirrored Stamped Bowl and Sun
& Moon Pencil Holder projects
with your students:  Sun & M oon
Pencil Holder and  Mirro red
Sta mped Bowl 

Tech Talk:
Crazing

Ever no ti ce a  p atte rn o f fi ne
spider w eb- like seri es o f l ines
acro ss y our g lazed w are?  U nless
you ha ve us ed a  crackle g laze
where  the  inte nt i s to  create  thi s
look, y ou a re  experi encing  a
phenomenon c alled " crazing ".
Crazing  can o ccur i mmediate ly
up on re moval fro m  the  k iln o r
can d evelop over ti me ( delayed
crazing ) .  Common c auses o f
crazing  are :
 
! A m ismatch o f the  co-effi cient
of the rm al expansion ( CTE)  o f
the  clay b ody and  the  g laze. 
When us ing  a  ne w g laze o r ne w
clay b ody, w e sug gest tha t y ou
perfo rm  a  te st fi re  to  ensure
compati bility.
 
! I mmature  b isque.  I f y our w are
has no t b een fi red to  m aturi ty
befo re  applying  g laze, the  b isque
will conti nue  to  expand / contr act
duri ng  the  g laze fi ri ng , causing  a
m isfi t b etw een the  b ody and  the
glaze.  W e re commend  a  tw o
she lf c one d iffe rence b etw een
your b isque fi re  and  y our g laze
fi re .  I f y ou a re  us ing  g lazes tha t
mature  a t c one 0 5-06, the n w e

o       Make sure  y our d istri ct a dm inistr ati on ha s a  g ood w ork ing

re lati onship w ith y our l ocal d epartm ent o f he alth.
o       Adopt a  w ri tte n p olicy w ith re spect to  art m ate ri als and

classro om m ainte nance.  Art a nd  Ceram ic Stud ios w ill fre quentl y
draft a  " best p racti ces" o r p olicy m anua l.

o       Use sancti oned m ate ri als in y our s afe ty m anua l.  Many g reat

resourc es exist i nclud ing :
·       Art & C raft S afety Gui de:   http : / / www.cpsc.gov/ cpscpub

/ pub s/ 5015.pdf
·       CPSC -  LHAMA Advisory :

http : / / www.cpsc.gov/ cpscpub / pub s/ 5016.pdf
·       MSDS Sheets  -  Mayco p ro ducts  can b e obta ined he re :  

http : / / www.maycocolors .com/ msds.cfm
·       Certi fi cate  o f Compliance -  p er C PSI A -  d ownload he re :

http : / / www.maycocolors .com/ health_ safety.cfm
 
Try ing  to  b e as p ro acti ve w ith i nspecti on o ffi cials, w ith the  creati on o f a
classro om p olicies m anua l, i s the  b est a dvice w e can g ive.

In our next newsletter we will flesh out more thoroughly how to create a
studio's best practices manual for ceramic arts.

Grants for Visual Art Education:
Why, Where and How

A Three Part Series
by Linda W. Kieling, Art Educator, Contributing Writer
Rosemont Ridge Middle School, Oregon
NAEA Middle Level Director-Elect

Part 2 - Where to Find Grants: Narrowing Down the Search
 
Looking  fo r g rants  can s eem l ike a  d aunti ng  ta sk.  The re  are  l ite rally
hund reds o f tho usand s o f o pportuni ti es.  M uch o f the  w ork  aro und  w ri ti ng
grants  i s the  p re lim inary  up fro nt w ork  o f d oing  the  re search.
 
Many school d istri cts  ha ve a  d ata base fo r g rants .  H aving  a  d istri ct
sponsor c an a id in g etti ng  thro ug h the  b ure aucracy.  O fte n s chool d istri cts
requi re  y ou to  g ain a pproval ahead o f ti me fo r g rants  tha t y ou a re
wri ti ng .  Thi s i s b ecause schools are  l im ite d to  the  num ber o f S ta te  and
Federal g rants  the y can ha ve fund ed.
 
Regiona l and  sta te  arts  commissions are  g enerally easier to  locate  and
want to  fund  re quests  tha t s up port s tud ents  in the ir g eographic areas.
 
Ofte n the re  are  local o rg anizati ons tha t ha ve available m onies to
disperse.  M y d istri ct ha s a  b ooste r g ro up , " Music and  Arts  Partne rs ."  
Thoug h the m, te achers  can a pply fo r g rants  fo r a  v ari ety o f re quests . 
One thi ng  tha t the y he lped fund  w ere  m uch ne eded d isplay b oard s fo r
outs ide p ro grams.
 
A Gr ant M atch Rub ri c i s he lpful  i n d ete rm ining  w hethe r o r no t y our p ro je ct
matches w ith g rants  tha t y ou a re  consideri ng .
http : / / 712educato rs .about. com/ dlrub ri cgrant. htm
 
Liste d he re  are  some site s tha t w ill re duce some o f y our s earch ti me, as
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would sug gest tha t y ou b isque
fi re  to  0 3/ 04.
 
! Opening  the  k iln to o soon,
resul ti ng  in the rm al shock.  H ot
ware  m eets  cool a ir, causing  the
glaze to  cool fa ste r tha n the
bisque. We re commend  tha t y ou
do no t o pen the  k ilnunti l 1 50
degrees o r l ess o r c ool to  the
to uch.
 
! Dry - footi ng  ( no  g laze applied to
the  b otto m  o f w are )  a  low fi re
clay b ody w ill cause the  w are  to
absorb  m oisture .  M oisture
causes the  w are  to  expand
the re fo re  p utti ng  te nsion o n the
glaze and  crazing  i t.   I f p ro ducing
a func ti ona l p iece o f l ow fi re  clay
body the  enti re  p iece m ust b e
glazed to  he lp p revent c razing
and  assure  i t to  b e fo od safe .
 
! A g laze applied excessively
heavy m ay a lso cause a  g laze to
craze. 
 
I f y ou e xperi ence crazing  on
dinne rw are , w e w ould
recommend  tha t y ou d isconti nue
use.  W hi le y ou m ay ha ve us ed
non- to xic g lazes, w hich a re  fo od
safe, the  ha irl ine  cracks could b e
diffi cul t to  clean,  ha rb ori ng
bacte ri a.

I f y ou e xperi ence crazing  o r
othe r g laze d efect i ssues, p lease
conta ct K ath y McCourt o f M ayco's
Techni cal Serv ice fo r a ssista nce
at 6 14-675-2031 o r
te chni cal@maycocolors .com.

Quick Links
Mayco Website

Art Educators Page
Designer Stamps

Mayco Customer Service:
614-876-1171

well as some o the r o pportuni ti es fo r fund ing .
 
The Nati ona l Art E ducati on Found ati on i s a  g ood p lace specifi cally fo r a rts
educato rs  to  sta rt l ooking  fo r g rant o pportuni ti es.
http : / / www.arte ducato rs .org / grants / grants _page_2.htm l
Teacher Q ua lity Enha ncement Gr ants
http : / / www.ed.gov/ pro grams/ heatq p/ ind ex.htm l
TeachersCount
http : / / www.te acherscount. org / te acher/ grants .shtm l
GoldSta r Registe ry
http : / / www.goldsta rre gistry .com/ ind ex.php ?sid= 94661
ClassWish
http : / / classwish. org /
iLoveSchools
http : / / www.iloveschools.com/
 
Altho ug h i t c an fe el overw helm ing  to  ta ke on thi s ta sk, i t i s importa nt to
keep in m ind  the  v ast a mount o f re sourc es tha t a re  available fo r tho se
who ta ke the  ti me to  g o thro ug h the  p ro cess.  Put the  w ord  out to  y our
parent c ommuni ty and  y ou m ay jus t c ome up  w ith a n e xpert o r w illing
assista nt.   Remember, as John H aywood says, " Many ha nd s m ake l ight
work " and  thi s applies to  g rant w ri ti ng , to o.
 
Next issue: How to Write Grants
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Mayco Technical Support:
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